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SYNOPSIS

Prologue—In the heavens

Heavenly choirs sing the praises of God. Mefistofele, a fallen angel, appears and 
complains about man and his preoccupation with reason. The mystical chorus 
asks Mefistofele if Faust is known to him. Mefistofele purposes to tempt the 
strange old man into sin and eternal perdition. When the heavenly choirs once 
again sing the praises of God, Mefistofele finds the angels so annoying that he 
disappears as the music builds to a grand climax.

Act I, Scene 1—In the town square, Easter Sunday

The townspeople enjoy the festival of spring. Mefistofele is present, disguised as 
a grey friar. A procession of soldiers, clerics, and nobles crosses the square. Faust 
and Wagner, his student, walk among them. As twilight falls, the people return 
to their homes, and Faust notices the strange grey friar. Faust then makes his 
way home, followed by Mefistofele.

Act I, Scene 2—In Faust’s study, the pact

Faust enters his study, followed by Mefistofele. Still disguised as the grey friar, 
Mefistofele hides in the alcove. Faust sings of the peace in his heart. When he 

Brass Choir



turns to read the Bible, Mefistofele howls in the alcove. Then he drops the grey 
friar’s garment to reveal himself dressed as a gentleman. He tells Faust that he is 
the spirit that denies everything. He offers himself as a slave to Faust on earth  
if Faust will agree that after death the roles be reversed. Faust, searching for  
ultimate beauty, states that if he could once say to the fleeting moment, “Stay, 
thou are lovely,” he would gladly die and let Hell swallow him up. The bargain is 
struck, and they prepare to fly away on Mefistofele’s coat.

Intermission*

Act II, Scene 1—In the Garden

Faust has been restored to youth and has taken the name Enrico. He woos 
Margherita while Mefistofele keeps Marta, Margherita’s companion, occupied. 
Faust gives Margherita a sleeping potion for her mother, and they promise to 
meet later.

Act II, Scene 2—The witches’ Sabbath

Faust, having been tempted by the fascination of earthly love, is brought by 
Mefistofele to see the revels of evil. They arrive on the wild mountaintop amid 
the flashes of “will-o’-the-wisp.” Soon the witches and warlocks come to acclaim 
Mefistofele, their king. An orb representing the world is presented to him. He 
sings of the vileness of man and laughs as he thinks of all he hides from  
mankind. He hurls the orb to the ground, smashing it to pieces. Faust then 
sees a vision of Margherita bound in chains and bearing the mark of the  
executioner’s ax on her neck. Believing her to be in danger, Faust insists that 
they rescue her. As they depart, the witches and warlocks exult in the celebration 
of their Sabbath.

Intermission*

Act III—In the prison

Margherita’s mother has been poisoned by the supposed sleeping potion, and in 
her madness, Margherita has drowned the baby she has borne to Faust. Thus, 
she awaits execution. Faust comes to rescue her, and they sing of going far away. 
When Margherita sees Mefistofele, she recoils in horror and drops to her knees, 
praying for salvation. As she falls dead, a heavenly choir proclaims her redeemed.



Epilogue—In Faust’s study and the heavens

Years have passed, and Faust is once again an old man, yet that fleeting moment 
of beauty has never come. Mefistofele exults that the battle is almost over  
and that Faust is under his power. As he nears death, however, Faust turns his 
thoughts to holier things. He sees a vision of a celestial city and hears the  
heavenly choir singing. Mefistofele tries to tempt him by conjuring visions of 
beautiful sirens and by whistling loudly, but to no avail. As the heavenly choir 
sings, Faust cries, “Stay, thou art lovely!” and drops to his knees in prayer. Faust 
dies, and Mefistofele returns to Hell, shaking his fist in the face of the heavenly 
host and God Himself.
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Ethan Herschenfeld, bass, began his vocal training with Franco Corelli and 
since 1997 has worked with Armen Boyajian. He made his professional debut in 
Sweden as Sarastro, and has since sung over thirty roles with companies in the 
U.S., Europe, and Asia. A graduate of Harvard College, he won first prize in the 
2003 Friedrich Schorr Competition, grand prize in the 2002 Excellence in Arts 
Competition, first prize in the 2001 Sembrich Voice Competition, and first prize 
for Americans in the 2001 Moniuszko Competition. Last season, his roles 
included Mephistopheles at the Hong Kong Opera, Sarastro in Stuttgart, 
Reverend Hale (The Crucible) at Chautauqua Opera, Ratcliffe (Billy Budd) at 
Teatro Carlo Felice in Genova, and both Rocco and Sparafucile with the New 
Israeli Opera in Tel Aviv. Upcoming engagements include Don Fernando 
(Fidelio) with Florentine Opera, Barbe-Bleue in Ariane et Barbe-Bleue at New York 
City Opera, and King Marke in his debut with Teatro Regio di Torino.

A native of Clifton Springs, N.Y., tenor Bruce Reed completed his opera  
training at the acclaimed Tri-Cities Opera in Binghamton, N.Y., where he  
performed numerous leading tenor roles. He made his European debut at Italy’s 
Spoleto Festival in Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk (conducted by Christian Badea).  
He was on the roster of the Landestheater Linz in Austria for several seasons, 
performing such roles as Tonio, Fenton (Nicolai), Alfonso in Auber’s La Muette 
de Portici, and Romeo in Gounod’s Romeo et Juliette. His 2005 season included 
appearances as tenor soloist in Puccini highlights concerts with the Central 
Florida Symphony and a return to the Glimmerglass Opera as Tiberge in 
Massenet’s rarely performed opera, Le Portrait de Manon.

Originally from Australia, soprano Donna Balson possesses a unique talent 
that combines a wonderfully rich, warm sound with extreme musicality and 
poise. She has appeared as a soloist with orchestras and chamber ensembles in 
Europe and the U.S. as well as Australia. She has also performed as a recitalist, 
most recently in a concert tour of Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. She made 
her New York concert debut in 1999 with the National Chorale at Lincoln 



Center in “An Evening with Gershwin and Bernstein” and has since performed 
regularly with the Chorale as soloist in works including the Bach B Minor Mass 
and Mozart’s Requiem and Coronation Mass.  In the 2005–2006 season Donna 
Balson returns to New Zealand to sing the title role in Tosca with Canterbury 
Opera. 

Sheralyn Berg, mezzo-soprano, came to Bob Jones University in 1997. Miss 
Berg received a bachelor of music degree and a master of music degree, both in 
voice performance, before joining the faculty of BJU in 2004.  She studied with 
Dr. Stan Eby and Mrs. Pam Dunbar while in training. Miss Berg has been 
involved in the BJU Opera Association since 2002, when she performed the role 
of Alisa in Lucia di Lammermoor.  She also understudied the part of Angelina in 
BJU’s production of La Cenerentola. She enjoys being involved in the music  
ministry at her church in Greenville as well as volunteering as a pianist for  
services at an area nursing home facility.

John Chest, baritone, is a junior voice performance major from Greenville, S.C. 
He placed first in the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS)  
auditions on both the state and regional levels, and was awarded the Jane M. 
Dilliard Award for best college male singer. In 2005, Mr. Chest won the BJU 
Commencement Contest in men’s voice and was a semifinalist in the Palmetto 
Opera Contest in Columbia, S.C. He understudied the role of Belcore in the BJU 
Opera Association’s 2005 production of Elixir of Love and in December 2006 will 
play the role of Brassy in Dwight Gustafson’s new Christmas opera, Simeon.  
Mr. Chest is a student of Dr. Chris Gilliam.

Prologue images were taken by the Hubble telescope and have been used with permission from NASA.

Psalm 19:1, “The heavens declare the glory of God.”

RODEHEAVER AUDITORIUM
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*	Chimes will sound and lobby lights will flash three minutes before the end of each intermission. After 
the houselights are dimmed following intermission, no one will be readmitted to his seat.

**Cameras and recording equipment are not permitted in the Auditorium during any performance.  
 We request that signal watches and personal communication devices be turned off during the program.

Tickets for this production have been sponsored by 

Bank of Travelers Rest.


