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synoPsis
The action takes place in Gaza in Palestine about 1150 B .C .

aCt i
A group of Israelites bewail their bondage before the Temple of Dagon in 
the city of Gaza . Samson urges them to throw off the Philistines’ yolk . 
Their ringing shouts attract Abimelech, the ruler of Gaza, who upbraids 
them for daring to speak against their masters . His blasphemy stirs 
Samson, who, when attacked by the ruler, kills him with his own weapon . 
This is the signal for revolt, and the Hebrews rush off to gather their forces . 
The High Priest approaches . When news reaches him of Samson’s victory 
and imminent return, he and his panic-stricken followers flee with the body 
of Abimelech . The Hebrews return in triumph but this time are greeted by 
Dalila and the priestesses of Dagon .  Samson is warned by an old Hebrew to 
resist the enchantress .

INTERMISSION*

aCt ii
Night is descending on Dalila’s dwelling in the valley of Sorek as she awaits 
Samson’s return . The High Priest appears, urging Dalila not to fail in her 
plan to destroy Samson’s power . After he has gone, Samson approaches . 
As a storm gathers over the valley,  Dalila uses all her cunning to gain the 
secret of Samson’s strength, but he struggles between his sense of duty and 
his attraction to her . She scorns him and enters her dwelling . As the storm 
breaks in all its fury, Samson rushes after her . Soon Philistine soldiers 
appear . Samson’s cry of treason is heard, and the soldiers overpower him .

INTERMISSION*

aCt iii
Scene 1: Blinded and shorn of his glory, Samson now turns a millstone for 
the Philistines . As he pleads for mercy, his fellow countrymen sing, “For a 
woman he sold his power and made us captives .”

Scene 2: In the Temple of Dagon, dawn brings worshippers to sing the 
praises of Love and Light and to begin ritual pagan revelry . In front of the 
Philistine god, Dagon, Samson is taunted by Dalila and the High Priest as 
they prepare for the morning sacrifice . Samson is led between two pillars . 
Calling on God for the return of his strength, he brings down the temple, 
burying himself with his enemies . 
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Magdeburg; National Touring Opera of the 
Netherlands; Opéra de Nantes in France; and 
Spain’s Teatro de Navarra, among many others . 

On the concert stage, Mr . Springer has appeared 
with leading orchestras, including the San 

Francisco Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony, Dallas Symphony, The Grand 
Teton’s Music Festival, Philharmonia Hungaria and Romanian State 
Symphony . Most recently he performed Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony in Japan 
with the Beethoven Orchestra of Bonn, Germany . Other notable operatic 
engagements include the title role of Samson in Samson & Dalila with 
the Dublin International Opera Festival, Manrico in Il Trovatore at Opera 
Naples and in concert with the Westfield Symphony, and Calaf in Turandot 
in concert with the South Dakota Symphony .

Mr . Springer was honored as being one of this generation’s Emerging 
Wagner Artists by the famous duo, Thomas Stewart and Evelyn Lear, and 
the Washington D .C . Wagner Society . In addition, he is the winner of the 
Concours International de Chant de Festival Atlantique in Nantes, France; 
the José Carreras Prize in Pamplona, Spain; and the Third Prize in the 
Concours International de Chant in Toulouse, France . He is also a grant 
recipient from the New York City Wagner Society and from the prestigious 
Gerda Lissner Foundation in New York . A graduate of Indiana University, 
Jeffrey Springer moved into the tenor repertoire under the instruction of the 
legendary heldentenor, James King .

Mezzo-soprano Angela Horn-Barrett, named 
one of New York City Opera’s Outstanding Artists 
of the Year, is performing to critical acclaim 
worldwide . She remains in constant demand in 
houses such as the New York City Opera, Boston 
Lyric Opera, Opera Carolina and the Baltimore 
Opera . Ms . Horn-Barrett has performed to popular 
acclaim on four continents, including engagements 
with the National Theater of the Dominican 
Republic, Opera Lyra Ottawa, Opera Pacific, Opera 
de Monte Carlo, and Hamburgische Staatsoper, 
and has toured with Roberto Alagna in Japan .  



Ms . Horn-Barrett has also appeared as soloist with orchestras such as the 
Toronto Symphony, the Bach Society of Saint Louis, the Apollo Chorus of 
Chicago in Orchestra Hall, The National Chorale of New York City and the 
American Symphony Orchestra in Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall . Ms . 
Horn-Barrett has appeared in the title role in Carmen with the Minnesota 
Orchestra, New York City Opera, Florida Grand Opera and Opera Lyra 
Ottawa; Maddalena in Rigoletto with Bob Jones University and Opera 
Carolina; Prince Orlofsky in Die Fledermaus with Nashville Opera; and 
Emilia in Otello for Opera Omaha .

Ms . Horn-Barrett received her undergraduate musical training at the 
Conservatory of Music in Kansas City and completed her advanced vocal 
studies at the Juilliard School in New York City, where she was a graduate of 
the Juilliard Opera Center .

Jason Stearns has steadily built a reputation as 
a distinguished interpreter of the most unique 
and challenging roles in the dramatic baritone 
repertoire . He has made impressive appearances 
with the Metropolitan Opera, the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, the Savonlinna Festival and the Los 
Angeles Opera, as well as with the Washington 
National Opera . His European debut in 2006 was 
as Di Luna in a new production of Il Trovatore with 
Musiktheater im Revier in Gelsenkirchen .  

Mr . Stearns has recently appeared in the title role 
in Macbeth at Palacio das Artes in Belo Horizante, 

Brazil, and as Monterone in Rigoletto under Maestro Conlon at the Ravinia 
Festival . This season, he covered Scarpia in Luc Bondy’s new production of 
Tosca at the Metropolitan Opera before his debut at Den Norske Opera in 
Oslo . Future engagements include his return to Den Norske Opera and the 
Metropolitan Opera . Other recent notable engagements include the High 
Priest in Samson et Dalila opposite Denyce Graves at Florida Grand Opera, 
Lohengrin with the Leipzig Opera, Donner in Das Rheingold and Don Carlo in 
Ernani with Opera Boston .  

Mr . Stearns was the first-prize winner of the first annual Chester Ludgin 
American Verdi Baritone Competition in 2005 . With the National Symphony 
in Washington, D .C ., Mr . Stearns recorded the baritone solos in John 
Corigliano’s Of Rage and Remembrance, which won a Grammy Award in 1997 .
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*Chimes will sound and lobby lights will flash three minutes before the end of intermission .  
After the houselights are dimmed following intermission, no one will be readmitted to his seat .

Cameras and recording equipment are not permitted in the auditorium during any performance . 
We request that signal watches and personal communication devices be turned off during the program .

Tickets for this production have been sponsored by Bank of Travelers Rest .
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