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SYNOPSIS
The action takes place in Gaza in Palestine about 1150 B.C.

ACTI

A group of Israelites bewail their bondage before the Temple of Dagon in
the city of Gaza. Samson urges them to throw off the Philistines’ yolk.
Their ringing shouts attract Abimelech, the ruler of Gaza, who upbraids
them for daring to speak against their masters. His blasphemy stirs
Samson, who, when attacked by the ruler, kills him with his own weapon.
This is the signal for revolt, and the Hebrews rush off to gather their forces.
The High Priest approaches. When news reaches him of Samson’s victory
and imminent return, he and his panic-stricken followers flee with the body
of Abimelech. The Hebrews return in triumph but this time are greeted by
Dalila and the priestesses of Dagon. Samson is warned by an old Hebrew to
resist the enchantress.

INTERMISSION*

ACTII

Night is descending on Dalila’s dwelling in the valley of Sorek as she awaits
Samson’s return. The High Priest appears, urging Dalila not to fail in her
plan to destroy Samson’s power. After he has gone, Samson approaches.

As a storm gathers over the valley, Dalila uses all her cunning to gain the
secret of Samson’s strength, but he struggles between his sense of duty and
his attraction to her. She scorns him and enters her dwelling. As the storm
breaks in all its fury, Samson rushes after her. Soon Philistine soldiers
appear. Samson’s cry of treason is heard, and the soldiers overpower him.

INTERMISSION*
ACT III

Scene 1: Blinded and shorn of his glory, Samson now turns a millstone for
the Philistines. As he pleads for mercy, his fellow countrymen sing, “For a
woman he sold his power and made us captives.”

Scene 2: In the Temple of Dagon, dawn brings worshippers to sing the
praises of Love and Light and to begin ritual pagan revelry. In front of the
Philistine god, Dagon, Samson is taunted by Dalila and the High Priest as
they prepare for the morning sacrifice. Samson is led between two pillars.
Calling on God for the return of his strength, he brings down the temple,
burying himself with his enemies.
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