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SYNOPSIS	
Duke Orsino pines for the love of the beautiful Countess Olivia. She, however, is not 
interested and uses her mourning of the recent deaths of her father and brother as an 
excuse to refuse even to see the Duke’s messengers.

Viola and her twin brother, Sebastian, are separated during a shipwreck; and each 
believes the other has drowned. Finding herself in Illyria, Viola disguises herself as 
Cesario, a page, and enters the service of Duke Orsino in hopes of discovering the 
condition of her estate since the shipwreck. Orsino thinks his new page may succeed 
where others have failed and sends Cesario to court Olivia for him. Olivia gives audience 
to this messenger and falls in love—not with the Duke but with Cesario. As Cesario 
reports on the interviews with Olivia, Viola finds herself falling in love with Orsino.

Meanwhile, Sebastian has been saved from the shipwreck by Antonio and decides to 
seek his fortune in Illyria—where he is mistaken for Cesario, even by Olivia. Antonio, 
falling on the wrong side of the law, mistakenly asks Cesario for help and is astonished 
when he is refused.

Unlike most Shakespearean subplots, in this play the doings of “the lighter people” 
often overshadow the main plot. Olivia disapproves of the profligate lifestyle of her 
uncle, Sir Toby Belch, and also of the foolish Sir Andrew Aguecheek, whom Sir Toby 
has introduced as her suitor. During a noisy late-night party, Olivia sends her officious 
steward, Malvolio, to warn Sir Toby that she will not tolerate his merrymaking. 
Olivia’s attendant Maria, with the encouragement of the others, then plays a trick on 
the ambitious steward. Knowing that he has visions of becoming Count Malvolio by 
marrying Olivia, Maria forges a letter in Olivia’s hand by which the steward is set up 
for one of the most memorable practical jokes in all of Shakespeare.

Sir Andrew, realizing that Olivia is not interested in him—but in Cesario—decides to 
leave; but Sir Toby and Fabian, in jest, persuade Sir Andrew that if he can beat Cesario, 
Olivia will be his. Sir Andrew, the braggart, reveals his true nature when he attempts 
to engage in a duel with Cesario.
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The setting is the seacoast city of Illyria: Duke Orsino’s palace,  
Olivia’s garden, and the seashore and streets of Illyria.
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Chimes will sound and lobby lights will flash three minutes before the end of each intermission. 
After the houselights are dimmed following intermission, no one will be readmitted to his seat.

Cameras and recording equipment are not permitted in the auditorium during any performance. 
We request that personal communication devices be turned off during the program.
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